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St. Paul's Episcopal Church 1853
Hillsboro

Public

St. Paul's is located in the town of Hillsboro at the head of
navigation on the Tuckahoe Creek. The Church is a small board and batten
Gothic Revival building constructed in 1853. 1Its design is based upon
Richard Upjohn's book of plans and sketches called Upjohn's Rural
Architecture, published in 1852. Another church building similar to
St. Paul's existed in Greensboro until a few years ago. St. Andrew's,
Sudlersville, is another similar board and batten structure.

St. John's Parish was formed in 1748 by act of the Maryland Assembly.
The first church was located in Queen Anne's County, but in 1768 a
new church was built on this site. Rev. William Goldsborough was
assigned the parish in 1842; and under his leadership, there was a
renewed interest in the parish. Between 1850-53, the parish raised
enough money to build the present Church. It was not until a year

after Rev. Goldsborough's death, in 1858, that the Church was conse-
crated.

St. Paul's has been beautifully preserved through the efforts
of the community in the 1960's.
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| Located in Hillsborc, one block south of altzsrnate Marylan
404, is St. Paul's ?DLDCODEW Church, an excellent example of
Gothic Revival. Its cornersione 1ald 1n 1853, St. Paul's was
consecrated in 1858. Consitructed of board and batten siding,
painted gray, it sits on a brick foundation, its steep roof
coverad with wood shingles. A small enirance porch 1s sit-
uated in the west bay of the north sida On the east and west
sides of the porch are small lancet W1ndows wvith leaded staine
glass. The double door has three panels in each half, the top
-one being a pointed arch panel. East of the entrance are twa
stained glass lancet windows in the nave with two smaller win-
dows on the north side of the chancel.

“ The west end has two staipad glass lancet wi-d 7S betw
which, centerad in the gable, is a i

" axis on the vertical. A cuatrefoil pattern iS cut out of the
barge boards on this end and the east gable of the chancel.
At the peak oI the west gable is a belfry still holdlng the
original bell.

| The south side._of.the nave has four lancet windows, two
close together near the center and two near the east and west
corners. Betwean the west window and the west corner is a '
tall, narrow red brick chimney with a brick, arched hood.
Attached to the south side of the chancel is a shed-roofed
vestry room. It has a Gothic-arch door with a small hood
abova it on the west side. To the wlgnt of the door is a
lancet windcw divided horizontally intc four 1lghts. Thare are
two identical windows on the south side. .

On the eaat end of the chancel is a large Gothic windc o
with tracery dividing it inLo three narrow lancets, dated 1857.
There 1s a single lancet window on the east side of the vestvy
room. | .

The nave of the church has a center aisle with box pews,
most of which are orisinal, on both sides. The Dew ends have
a single, recessed Gothic-arch panel. On both the north and
south walls are four eq a‘ly spaced bracketed posts with cham-

fered edges. The rafters in the nave are supported by a
collar beam resting on which are two braces forming a "V".

In the chancel the rafters are supported by crossed braces.
All of these are exposed. Across the chancel is a ralling wit
a quatrefoil pat ttern. The arch separating the chancel from

the nave also has chamferad edges. |

Near the center of the west wall are two vertical beams
which extend the full height of the roof and supvort the ba2l-
fry on the exterior. |

The church also r
1ts silver communion s :

St. Paul's has been verv successfullv restored and is well
maintained. To the souith and east of the church is a small
cemetery. Along the north side of the yard, paralleling
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In the 18i0's and 1850's., the Cotblc Revival as espCused -
by the ecclesiological movemant in England becams widely ac-
cepted anc practicad 1n the lnited States. Indivicdual arc i
itects designed churches followine the rules For church arch- r
itecture established By the Ecclesiological qﬁ@’ﬁuy 1n.rnﬂ1andt
Some of them published books of their designs so that parishes
could build in the "accepnted"” style without the expense of an |
architect. St. Paul's Church, Hillsboro, is valuable as an
example of the attractive and practical buildings that could

be executed by the*local craftsmen from these puhllshed plans
and dﬂarlnba. .

St. Paul's is a church of St. John's Parish in the Episco-
pal Dioces=z of Md“]laﬂl. The parish, lyfnw in Caroline, Cueen
Anne's and Talbot Counties, was formed in 1748 by an act of
the Marvland Assemblsw. The parish chucch, at that time, was
in Queen Anne's County not far from Hillsboro, then known as
Tuckahoe Bridge. In 1768, a new church was built on this site,
the old one having AﬂLerlothpd too much to be repaired. In
the early 19th century, the church was once again in "a very
ruinous State", owing to the growing sirength of Methodisnm on
the Eastern Shore.

With the coming of the Reverend Pobert William GoldsborOUF
in 1842, the parish once again began to thrive Born nearby
at Fyrtle Grove 1in Talbot County, Goluobowougn attended sem-~
1nary in Mew York. He was assigned te St. John's Parish as a
missionary to revive its lagging membership. Apparently he
succeeded, earning the spect and love of the parishioners.

vihen he d' ed in 1837 hils successor reportaed that the congrega
tion had by then Frcfﬁ to a good size.

Rev. GColdsbhorough's P“jUVﬂﬁutlnﬁ effect on the parish was
such that in 1850 he could write that "the desire for the e -
newal of the old church was strong, and that nany whose

-“'l-\lt_}

ancestors had worshipred within its walls began to show a llL
ing toward its venerable ruin."?2 Together these people -

1. "Bishons Create Aszoniation to Save St. John's Church,”™
County Recerd (Denton, Maryland), December 7, 1866.

2. "Bishons Craate,? Countv Pocomnd.
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8. Significance-continuation
and theilr minister raised enough monev to build a new church.
The cornsrstone was laid for this in 1853. In that sane vaarp

the partly constructed building was much damased in =z windstorn,
but the work was continued and the finished crurch corsge rated in

1853.

. Taul's Crurch was huillt in tha Goshic Navival stvyle
comnon Tto Tthe ecclesiologist-influ=znced Fniscenal Church in +he
1850"'s. The deszign was taken from Pichard iUniohn's bhook of plans
and sketches called Upiohn's Rural Architecturz, which was pub-
lished in 1852: This book inciuced "drawings for a small mission
churcn, a chapel, a parsonage, and & schoolhouse." The fcllowins
description of the church des ;n 15 given bv EZverard Upiohn in
his b10Pﬁath of the arc 11tec-: I

The church, estimated to cost about $3,000. the exact
- sum naturallv desnendinz con local conditio 1

| seat between. 125 and 158. Though simdle
churchly, and 1t wvas provided with a lat
nave, cnancel, and robing room. The desig
1nate incl uﬁeﬂ all essential furniture. The stvle is
Early Enelish, with olain lancets in the nave and a
triple lancet in the chancel. The tower, containing

a belfry, was to be crowned with a broach soire and
shingled.... A simple pitched roof over both nave and
chancel was supportied bv arched braces.: Internally
the walls were to be plastered, and ex xternally they
were to be covered with boards apd battena.h

This description could be one of St. Taul's Church ex—
cept that the bell tower was not constructed. Instead, a verv
simple bell cot was built on the roof at the west end of the
builad iing. Several more mincr changes were also made in the plans
as they were published. The three-part windew in the east end of
St. Paul's 1s slightly differant in design than UDjo M's. There
1s_.a shed-roofad ve:tgv roomn on the sou t side of the chanc=zl

vhich 1s not Dresent 1n the published pnlan, and the entrancs pora!
ras placed where the tower was to have bDzen, =»ather than in the
west end of the nave. Chanonz such as theze ware meant to be

P P

made, however, as Unjohn develonad the sketchas and plars to be
used as guidelines rather than strict rules.

{
f

3. Everard M. Upjohn, Richard Uniohn, Architect and Churchran

(llew VOP“- Columbia Universzisv Presa, L1:2), . L17
4. Unjohn, pn. 117-118

J

GPO 5271.724
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8. Significance-continuation

- In his book, “1chard UD1oh, Architect and CnuﬁChman,
Everard M. Upjohn wrote of tThe churcnes built ifrom Unjohn?
Rural Architecture that

Though not startliingly beautiful, thev retain the

na1ve, quaint charm of the drawings to & surpris-

ing degraz=, That Fortunates resnult is du= to their

conolcte 1ack OFf Dratens=2....7 he usually m=zager funds
b d the natural tendsancy of the arch-

™

d all-suparflmné;adornment

L

{)

)

(v

l-d

lteCL alik el
SLrlvoﬂd to Tthe

The simple, grace
S

| nes oF St. Paul's Ch rbn, Hill
D0oro, show 1t to be on= e S '

6. Unpjohn, p. 120

9. Major Bibliographical References-continuation

Upjohn, Everard M. Richard Uojohn, Architect and Churchman.
New York: Columbdia University Press, 1939.

e GPO 921-.-2724
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